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is interesting to note that the report abandons the terms " average 
cost of carrying one person one mile," and the " average cost of 
carrying one ton per mile." " These have been abandoned on account 
of the uncertainty of the rule which it was necessary to adopt for 
their compilation." 

The number of railway employes killed during the year was 1823, 
and the number injured 23,422 ; this is a substantial decrease ; 324 
passengers were killed and 3034 injured ; 4300 " other persons " 
were killed and 5433 injured. 



FAMILY CONSUMPTION OF WHEAT-FLOUR. 



The following letter has been issued by the Division of Statistics 
of the United States Department of Agriculture, under date of Oct. 
28, 1895 : — 

Dear Sir : — For the purpose of ascertaining how much wheat-flour is 
consumed in families of different races and occupations, this circular is 
sent to correspondents in all parts of the country, with the request that 
each person receiving it will write a statement of facts with regard to 
one family (his own or another) on the other side of the slip, and return 
it to this office iu the accompanying penalty envelope, which requires no 
postage. 

Please state the quantity of wheat-flour, in pounds, actually consumed 
by the entire family during the last recent year for which the fact is 
exactly or approximately known. The time need not be a calendar year, 
but should cover precisely twelve months. If thequantity is not precisely 
known a close estimate of it will be acceptable. In making this estimate 
it may be helpful to remember that flour is usually purchased at compara- 
tively regular intervals and in comparatively fixed quantities. Perhaps 
there are memorandum or account books, kept by the family or its flour 
dealer, which may assist you, or you can tell from the amount of wheat 
taken to the miller for the family's supply of flour. 

Include wheat-flour only. In reducing measures to pounds, allow 196 
pounds to a barrel of flour and 434 pounds of flour to a bushel of wheat. 

Among members of the family, include boarders and hired hands if fed 
from the same stock of flour. If anyone has not been in the family for 
the full year covered by the return, report him as a fraction. For illus- 
tration, a hand that has been boarded but eight months, or two-thirds of 
a year, should be reported as two-thirds of an adult, and a child that has 
been away six months at boarding school as half of a chiid. 
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Under the head of " Remarks " please say whether the amount of flour 
was determined by mill or store or household accounts, or simply esti- 
mated. Also give any reasons you may have for believing that the indi- 
viduals of this family are or are not fair representatives of the average 
of their race and occupation in their county, and any circumstances that 
may tend to make their flour consumption either greater or less this year 
than in previous years. 

Very respectfully, Henby A. Robinson, Statistician. 

The inquiry calls for the " Race," and the number in family, of 
different ages, of those filling out the blanks. 



NOTES. 



Catechism for Social Observation ; a Manual of Social Phenomena. 
By C. R. Henderson. Boston : D. C. Heath. 1894. Pp. 58. 

This little pamphlet will furnish elementary suggestions to those 
who are interested in observing and arranging in an orderly way 
notes on the social phenomena which they observe around them. It 
is elementary in its character, and yet placed in the hands of teachers 
and serious-minded students ought to result in the collection of a large 
amount of data which now escapes definite description. 

Katalog der Bibliothelc des Statistischen Amtes der Stadt Dresden. 
Second Edition. October 15, 1894. Dresden. Pp. 119. 

The number of titles in the first catalogue was 550 with 1200 
volumes ; the second edition numbers 2500 works with 7500 volumes. 
The catalogue follows a geographical grouping. It will be of special 
service to libraries and those interested in keeping a record of the 
statistical publications of foreign countries. 

Eleventh Census of the United States, 1890. Report on Insurance 
Business in the United States. Part 1. Fire, Marine, and Inland 
Insurance. Charles A. Jenney, Special Agent. Washington, 1894. 
Pp. 1127. The text of this Report is very short, being only four 
pages in length, the rest of the volume being made up of tables. 

During the decade 1890-89 the property of the people of the United 
States was protected by insurance to the amount of 1120,067,235,826. 
For this protection the people paid $1,156,450,512, or an average 



